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CO TON'S
,<SThousands of Operatives

Thrown Out ofEmploymentby SpeculativeMovement.

OUTLOOK GLOOMY
AS WAR TIMES

No Material on Hand, Owners
Say, and No Market for

Their Goods.

END NOT YET IN SIGHT
«

Losses Aggregate Millions a Month,
and Many Mills May Never

Reopen.
Fall Rivku, Mass., Saturday."'

J N the opinion of njany well informed
I mill officials the outlook is exceedinglyI grave. Under the adroit manipulation

of speculators the price of cotton sud
denly soared upward like a rocket some
time ago; unlike the rocket stick, it

did not como tumbling down again to its
original level. While the value of the raw
material has gone up and stayed up, the
selling price of the manufactured article
has remained stationary at the low figure
resulting from competition when the cottoncould be obtained here at less than
three-quarters of, the present quotations.
As a result mill after mill has closed.

Some of them will not open their doors
again until the conditions improve, while
others are struggling along, working three
or four days a week to use the cotton they ^

have on hand, and to keep their help to- 1

gether. a

Each week the conditions become more (

aerious, and the number of the idle "^n- r

creases. While there is considerable sen- (timentshown in the concerns of some of }
the great companies here, the practical r

proposition is that if goods can be manu- E
factured only at a loss, the mills cannot e

i.One mill is said i
WC ucyt ixmviiiiivv.,,.
to stand alone in having- more ootton c
bought at a low price than it can possibly
use before the new crop is received. It has
been in the position of being able to sell
some of Its surplus at a handsome advance c

over the cost price. Some others still have 1
a moderate supply on hand, while the rest 1
have indicated their position by either par- t
tial suspension or by closing their doors t

without giving any intimation of when *

they purpose an opening. r
With cotton back at last year's price and ^

a normal demand for the cotton goods ot i
every description turned out by the Pali i
River mills, the value of the manufact- s

ured articles produced in the closed mills r

would have aggregated millions of dollars. 1
A fair share of the money would have i
been distributed here among the wage t
earners, and through them would have s

reached the local business men and helped c

to maintain the former high degree of
prosperity which has suddenly given way 11
to stagnation. On every side the difference ^
is manifest. 1

Difficult to Sell nrooaci,
What has chiefly astonished the leaders i

p+bb*. the industry here is that the great de- t
crease in production does not appear to p
have had any effect upon the market, a

Not only has there been no increase in a

prices, but the demand has been so slack t
that there seems to be difficulty in dis- c

posing of the present product of the mills.
A serious problem confronts all who are *

Interested. 0

"I do not believe that there can have 8

been overproduction in the past to the ex- c

tent t'hat existing conditions would indlcateon their face," said the treasurer of 1

one of the great corporations to-day. "The
demand continued right up to a certain Ir
point and then it began to fall off alarm- 1

ingly. All that we can do is to wait for £

I the market to right itself, but that Is
k hardly satisfactory, either for the per-' f

sons Who have their money Invested or for i1
B th'e greater number who are only too anx-! j^ ious to work and who canncxt remain very

'

long in idleness without suffering. I do 1

not wish to appear pessimistic, but the
further we go the worse we get, and the ?
end is not yet in sight. There has been 11

no such shortage of cotton here since the' ®

civil war times, when the industry was
in its Infancy. It is difficult for those who 1

do not live 'here rto understand what It ;
means to the community to have the mills '

shut down. Upon the mills the entire
population has to depend. As soon as they =

close the savings banks accounts begin to
dwindle and the merchants find no cus- T

Curiously enough the sole outward evidenceof the great blow to tho prosperity
of the city consists of greater gayety and
movement in public. The streets are

thronged with pretty girls in gala attire,
and there never was a time in the past
when public dances and picnics were so

well attended. Strangers cannot fail to
observe how very well dressed most of the
factory girls are. Very many of them are
French Canadians, and they have true
Parisian jauntiness. They may have to
stint and to struggle in their daily existence,but all seem to maaiage to have good
gowns to wear. In their regular grind in
the mills anything that covers them will
do to wear, but they are very particularj
about their holiday raiment.

Gayety ami Distress.
Indeed, not a few of them regard their £

present condition as a vacation. Those
who have not been idle for more than a
fortnight are thoroughly enjoying their
unwonted leisure, taking advantage of the 1

time to attend to their wardrobes and to Jhousehold duties often neglected. On fine
ves t Vio ol r» nn rc

crowded. The distance to the fashionable
centre is scarcely twenty miles, and the
beach there is a favorite resort for the mill
girls, many of whom seem perfectly suited
to the aristocratic surroundings.

It is only after the vacation has beer;
unduly protracted and the privations are i

felt that the leisure becomes distasteful. I
Some of the mill hands have already been
idle for two or three months, and all that
they can learn is that they need not expectto resume until the new crop of cotton
begins to come in, which will not be until
October, and even then the closed mills
may not start at once.
There is practically nothing for the idle j

men to turn their hands to here to employ
their time profitably. Very m'any are
spending their days fishing and crabbing,
hoping to supply their families in this
manner, and are curtailing the little luxuries-to which they have been accustomed.
Life is always hard for the mill men and
Wages are low at best, but very many of
them have managed to put aside money
for such emergencies as this. There has
already been pinching and deprivation
everywhere. The grocers and butchers
are selling very little, and each day sees
a further reduction.

750,000 Spindles idle.
There are, in round numbers, 3,000,000

spindles in Fall River, and of these
750,000 are idle to-day. These figures are
obtained from reports made by employes
at each mill to the labor union headquartersand verified by James Tansey, presidentof the Textile Council and secretary
of the Card Room Protective Association,
and Albert Hibbert, secretary of the
United Textile Workers of America.
Here is time lost in different mills, accordingto Mr. Tansey's reports:.
Border City 'Manufacturing Company, No. 1,

twelve weeks.
Border City Manufacturing Ooiapany, Nob. 2

and 3, three weeks, distributed over three
months.

Cha»* Milif, tM

PHENOri
SOME

i
BOEDER CITY MILL? CLOSED ;

Cornell Mills, six -weeks.
I>avol Milk, six weeks.
Durfee Mills, two weeks.
Kail River Manufactory, three weeks.
Flint Mills, four weeks.
Globe Yarn Mills, Nos. 1, 2 and 4, three

weeks total, made up of two and three days
a week.
Granite Mills, three weeks.
Hargxave's Mills, two weeks, made up of

two and threg days a week.
Mechanics' Milfs, three weeks.
Osborn Mills, No. 1, three weeks.
Parker Mills, two weeks, made u>p of two

and three days a week.
Robeson Mills (in process of reorganization),

seven weeks.
Richard Bader Manufacturing Company, two

weeks.
Sagamore Manufacturing Company, No. 1,

threa weeks.
Sagamore Manufacturing Company, No. 2,

two weeks.
Stafford Mills, seven weeks.
Union Cotton Manufacturing Company, ten

days.
Wampanoag Mills, eight weeks.

il. i .

limio a.i« lne largest in me
Jnited States. The regular output of the
border City Company, of the Stafford Mills
nd of the Union Cotton Manufacturing
Company is about thirty million yards of
nanufactured cloth per annum each. The
Jranite Mills make thirty-two million
rards, the Sagamore Mills twenty-seven
nillion yards, the Chance Mills and the
largraves Mills twenty-six million yards
:ach, and the Osborn Mills nineteen millonAve hundred thousand yards, other
ompanies having nearly as great capacity.

Strike Excuse for Shutdown.
In all, nineteen out of the forty-one

:orporations that manufacture cotton here
lave had to close down for more or less
ime. In the case of one mill, the Flint,
he reason given for shutting down was
hat there was a strike. According to
he labor union authorities, this was

nerely a pretence, as the amount involved
vas insignificant. A few young girls.six
n all it is said.were employed as doffers
n the carding department and were disatisfiedwith their pay. Their ages
anged from fourteen to eighteen years.
:hey thought that their wages should be
ncreased from $4.50 to $5 a week, the
otal involved being about $3. They
truck and the mill closed, throwing hunIredsout of employment.
From the standpoint of thel trades unanistsworking in the mill (this was a

ortunate outcome, as they do not doubt
hat the closing wo»ld have occurred withmtany strike. Under the by-laws of the
mions members are not entitled to any
leneflts when they are deprived of emthrnnp-hplnsinsr Cfl:lised bv an

.dvance in price of cotton resulting from
corner. Under the union interpretation

he manoeuvres in the Cottcn Exchange
onstituted a corner.
Where there is a strike, members of the
inion who have regularly paid their daies
f from ten to twenty-five cents a week
i.re entitled to benefits ranging from two
Lollars a week upward. Those who have
ieen laid off by the Flint Mills come under
he heading of strikers.
Payment is also made by the union where

nills suspend temporarily for repairs. The
>avol, Stafford and Cornell have nominally
stopped to repair the plants, put in new
toilers, &c., and their hands come in on
he benefit list, although some unionists
nsist that this construction is forced, as
hese mills merely took advantage of a
ime when they could not cointinue active
derations.
The number of persons thrown out of
vork here in each of the mills affected
s:.Barnaby, '450; Border City, 1,125; Chace,
50; Cornell, 400; Davol, 450; Durfee, 1,100;
^all River, 350; Flint, 525; Globe, 700; Grante,1,150; Hargraves, 1,200; Mechanics, 550;
)sborn, 750; Parker, 900; Richard Borden,
75; Robeson, 290; Sagamore, 900; Stafford,
00; Union, 987; Wampanoag, 800. The agrregateis 14,847.
Here is the average weekly production of
.he print clotli mills invoivea:.duiubi

Uity, 8,000 pieces; Chase, 9,000 pieces; Coriell,6,000 pieces; Durfee, 16,000 pieces; Fall
^iver, 5,500 pieces; Flint, 6,000 pieces; Grante,11,000 pieces; Hargraves, 5,000 pieces;
VIechanics' 8,000 pieces; Osborn, 6,500
Pieces; Richard Borden, 12,000 pieces;
Sobeson, 4,000 pieces; Sagamore, 12,000
Meces; Stafford, 12,000 pieces; Union; 10,000
fieces, and Wampausag, 10,500 pieces,
naking an aggregate of 141,000 pieces. In
ound figures, a piece of cloth is supposed
0 be fifty yards, though it generally runs
1 little less. Upon that basis the print
sloth mifys that have been closed should
>e turning out 7,050,000 yards a week. The
product of these mills includes cambrics,
;heese cloths, inner linings and low grade
>leadhed goods. Four of the corporations
iffectcd do not come strictly under the
leading of print cloth mills. The Globe
trarn Mills usually turns out 125,000 pounds
i week.

Lose Quarter Million Weekly,
To estimate the value of the weekly productof the closed mills is difficult on ac:ountof the different grades manufac:ured.Print cloths are selling at 3^4 cents

B. R. T. Head
3. R. T. Head and CommissionerLindenthal Will Test

Bridge's Relief.

DETAILS ARE DESCRIBED

BOTH Bridge Commissioner Lindenthaiand Mr. Winter, president of
the Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company,liave at last agreed that the
trolley plan of Nels Poulson, a

Brooklyn engineer, for the relief of
;he congestion at the Manhattan end of
:he Bridge shall have a trial.
Strongly recommended by Borough

President Swanstrom and the Manufacurers'Association of Brooklyn, the Poulsonscheme is in direct rivalry to the eight
oop plan recommended by Mayor Low,
)ut confident of the success of the Brookyonengineer's latest plan, Mr. Swanstromdeclared his belief yesterday that
f it were adopted confusion at the Bridge
vould become a legend, better time could
je made in the car service and that Brookyn,in particular, would be benefited to
he amount of millions of dollars yearly.
In face of the gigantic schemes fathered

sy Commissioner Lindenthal 'and others
he pertinent claim of Mr. Poulson and his
supporters has aroused keen interest. Only
ifter considerable pressure have the
3ridge and railroad authorities countelancethe scheme of the Brooklyn engiieer.That scheme, in brief, provides for
:he construction of a single elevated loop
it tlhe aAjLhattan end of the Bridge, at an

$10,000,^u^the (foiiig- away;

1
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j OWELL HAS LARGE
L SUPPLY ON HAND

Will Run on Nearly Full Time and
Prospects Are Deemed

Fair.
Lowell, Mass., Saturday..Profiting by

the idleness during the strike or April and
May in which they sold only the cocon thf.r
would have used in marketing cloth, ".<11
the Lowell cotton mills are running pretty
full force and assurancq is given that they
will be able to run with stocks of cotton
on hand until well into the fall, when the
new crop is expected to be available.
All of the coton mills have enormous store
house buildings which in capacity are
believed to be superior to other New Englandcotton mills.
Manufacturing plants and these to-day

are well filled with cotton. It is stated
as not improbable that some of these
buildings will hold fifty thousand bales,
and certain of Lowell mill treasurers have
been known to buy as large a quantity as
that at a time. The Tremont and Suffolk,
the largest consumer, uses about 1,500 bales
per week, and it is rumored that the concernis the largest holder of raw cotton at
the present time.
During the idleness of some of the other

mills those of Lowell, it is reported, have
been getting back some of the help lost
during the strike, and so far as anything
now appears the mills will continue to run
indefinitely.

a yard, finer goods commanding better
prices. Taking cents as the valune per
yard, sixteen of the nineteen corporations
now suspended should have a product
worth $229,125 a week. As several of the
mills stopped more than a. month ago, and
one of them has not been running for three
months, the enormous loss to Pall River
made be readily appreciated. The weekly
payroll of the nineteen suspended mills
foots of to $126,400, and under usual conditionsthe greater part of this money
changes hands again within a week.
As there are less than 15,000 actually af-

fected, the average wages in these mills
Is more than $S » week for every man and
woman employed, a very high rate in a

mill town. Approximately one half of the
mill hands are women and in most instancesthere are two or three wage earnersin each family. It is insisted that the
w;ages average higher in Fall River than
in any other mill district in the United
States, and that there has, consequently,
been more general comfort and prosperity.
The high wages are attributed to two

causes, the work of the labor unions and
the fact that almost all the stockholders
in the mills axe residents of Fall River,
many of them actively engaged in mercantilebusiness here and owners of real
estate, relying- upon the mill hands for
their trade and taking them as tenants.

*

and Commissione
<$> .

with the four surface loops at present in
use. Upon the success of the test will dependthe expenditure of $90,000 by the
Brooklyn Rapid Transit Company and the
expenditure of probably hundreds of thousandsof dollars by the city.

To Spend Sj51>0,000.
"We are beginning the expenditure of

$90,000 on the Manhattan terminal." said
Mr. Winters, of the railroad company, yes|terday.
"We eagerly welcome any bridge scheme

promising sucess that may be submitted
to" us,' " said Mr. Lindenthal.
Every public official has come to realize

that something must be done immediately
to obviate the Bridge congestion. During
the last year nearly a dozen persons have
been crushed at the Bridge. It is admitted
that the nightly scenes there during the
rush hours are a disgrace to the city. With
large capital at their command, both the
railroad and city have so far been baffled
in their efforts to remedy matters.
"The real trouble at the Manhattan terminalis caused." said Mr. Poulson yesterday,"by a blunder in workmanship.

When ten years ago it was found that the
original Bridge terminals were not large
enough to accommodate the increase in
traffic, engineers, instead of architects,
designed the existing terminals, and the
result is that the buildings, besides not
being handsome, are impracticable.
In the Manhattan terminal seventy-five

per cent of ground is wasted, and the trolleyis put crosswise instead of lengthwise,
thus blocking the passenger entrance.
"On the elevated floor there is an im-;

mense waste of space, for during the even-

ing rush hours the whole traffic is eonfinedto one platform.
"Leading men have told me that the1

daily confusion at the Manhattan terminal
bas scared^away many would "be Brooklyn

*
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< Corporations. No. Spindles

4 Mills. Mule. Fra

I American Linen Co 2 39,984 62,'
± Arkwright Mills 1 40,1
I Barnaby Mfg. Co 2 16,(I Barnard Mfg. Co 2 17,360 47,;

Border City Mfg. Co 3 39,044 79,:
4 Bourne Mills 1 21,504 21,5
i Chace Mills 2 75,;

Conanicut Mills 1 8,116 8,7
i Cornell Mills-. 1 41,!
i Davol Mills 2 18,448 26,4

Durfee Mills 3 23,872 105,5
F. R. Iron Works Co 4 .- 266,(
Fall River Manufactory.. 1 36,5
Flint Mills1 50,5

I Globe Yarn Mills 8 42.320 55,:
t Granite Mills 3 43,208 76,(
i Hargraves Mills 2 20,888 69,1
a. Kerr Thread Co 2 40,000 13,(
4 King Philip Mills 4 56,544 63,'I Laurel Lake Mills 2 14,400 41,!
x Mechanics' Mills 1 £5,088 32,!
I "Merchants' Mfg. Co 3 54,448 77,!
£ Metacomet Mfg. Co 1 11,360 18.1
> IN cLL I cLgtLIIocLL 1YI_1I1£> £^o,«

4. Osborn Mills 2 22,680 47,!
» Parker Mills 1 23,400 25,1
1 Pocasset Mfg. Co 4 16,644 60,£
a Richard Borden Mfg. Co... 2 40,448 46,'
i Robeson Mills 1 22,!
<£ Sagamore Mfg. Co 2 22,692 68,(
4. Sanford Spinning Co... 1 33,500
* Seacdnnet Mills 2 65,2
| Shove Mills 2 11,232 59,<
I Slade Mills 1 21,352 21,?

Stafford Mills 2 21,584 61,5
4 iStevens Mfg. Co 1 &,(

Tecumseh Mills 3 23,776 52,J
4 Troy C. & W. Manuf'y... 2 21,744 22,'
f "Union Cotton Mfg. Co 3 53,728 55,J
4 Wampanoag Mills 3 33,152 59."
4 Weetahoe Mills 1 23,820 20,?
*

4

In many of the New England industrial
centres the mill owners are non-residents.
Few Eastern cities have grown in populationas rapidly as Fall River. In 1860

it had 13,240 inhabitants; in 1880 it had
47,8S3; the United States census of 1900
showed 104,863, and local authorities now
claim 113,000. Mills were originally started
here to take advantage of the water power
afforded by the stream from which the
city takes its name. There were 265,328
^pindles here in 1865; ten years later there
fewere 1,269,048, and statistics compiled in
3.901 showed 3,042,472. Fall River has approximatelyone-sixth of all the spindles
m the country and manufactures more

>.r Lindenthal W
residents, and cost that borough more than
one hundred million dollars. As a citizen
and engineer interested in New York, I
have drawn my plan and made a present
of it to Borough President Swanstrom."

The Fonlson i*lan.

Carrying ou this theory, Mr. Poulson has
endeavored in his latest plan to utilize all
available space at the Manhattan entrance.
Simplicity is a feature in this scheme.
As will be seen from the published prints

the present trolley tracks and four loops
are to be left as they are, the intention beingto use the monly in case of accident to
cars, in which emergency they could be
utilized as sidings. At the extreme end of
the entrance it is proposed that a single elevatedloop be constructed and conected at
a suitable frrade with the existing Bridge
tracks. This "L" loop, it is suggested,
should be seven and a half feet high. Uponit all the bridge trolley passenger trafficis to circle.
This of course necessitates a new method

in the handling of the trolley cars. Mr.
Poulson proposes that as cars bound from
Brooklyn near the Manhattan entrance
they shall bunch together in, trains of
five.
The first "train," say, shall stop at the

north side of the Bridge entrance and line
the roadways. This part of the entrance
will be lined with a rail provided with gates
and given over entirely to the Manhattan
bound passengers, so that they may step
from the cars unmolested. Meantime the
Brooklyn bound passengers will be accommodatedin the large entrances directlybelow the Bridge building, which will
be clear of cars and all obstacles.

s Will Give More Koom.

Tl^j^xisting 2,500 square feet of space
upQ^^LgLieh Brooklyn aad ManhattanJL

JGUST 23, 1903.
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32 & Over 2 S o
manufactured I a

Lme-under. 32 in. a g,® per annum. T c

736 2,250 . 13,000 25,400,000 +
120 360 740 6,500 16,000,000 * ^
m 375 375 1,200 fc
200 823 885 8,000 21,000,000 4 t
>32 727 2,210 12,000 30,000,000 f t
504 1,294 4,400 14,000,000 i J.
132 825 1,100 10.000 26,000,000 ' s

'68 -.. 370 1,300 2,500,»30 i c

)20 300 780 6.000 14,000,000 *
196 146 1,012 4,500 8,000,000 * f
>80 1,980 1,438 17,00?) 46,000,000 * t
)00 5,896 1,656 47,000 117,000,000 f d
!80 1,028 5,500 14,000,000 f
&6 186 978 6,500 16,000,000 i t
L04 22,036 T.«p. 16,000 125,000 lbs. wkly. e
>S8 1,500 1,480 12,500 32,000,000 t
J28 796 1,750 8,800 26,000,000 t 1

4 00^ T y
r69 2,800 6,000 19,000,000 t t
)68 1,010 (518 7,250 21,250,000 t i
)28 1,460 410 7,500 19,000,000 t v

216 2,205 1,040 14,500 40,000,000 J i'
352 612 152 3,500 9,000,000 t i
592 691 526 5,500 13,000,000 p
520 1,094 754 8,lHX) 19,500,000
524 1,006 2,000 6,000,000 T .

176 756 1,195 11,000 25,000,000 T|.
>04 1,070 1,078 10,000 28,000,000 T v

)60 650 3.000 7,500,00 T |«
)00 1,576 804 10,250 27,000,000 ? f

6t000 70,000 lbs. weekly. 7 h
>08 1,200 624 10.000 24,750,000 7 v
156 1,500 COO 10,000 24,000,000 7 j
344 875 198 5,200 15,000,000 I .

216 1,829 364 11,000 30,000,000 7 ';
)00 73 2,400 (20,000 Quilts.) X
)76 931 822 8,500 16,500,000I

1001,011 5,400 14,500,000 I
)20 932 1,898 12,500 30,000,000 I 1:
Jo2 1,373 738 11,000 30,000,000 I 1,
!20 1,143 5,200 15,500,000 } i

+
* a

I
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than three-quarters of all the print cloths ;i
made in the United States. It has more v
spindles than anyy State outside of Massachusetts.Every working day when the i
eighty-seven mills are all in operation they ^
should weave more than 1,400 miles of 8
cloth. The mill corporations are capital- (
ized at $23,801,000, but are said to represent t
an investment of $47,000,000. i

City of Trades Unions. r
Most of the early mill hands came here

from the great mills in Lancashire, Eng- 2

land, and the first arrivals brought with 1

them their ideas of trades unionism, 1
which miinklv stirpad. Thpv ware frvllnw^n 1

[by men of other nationalities, and the city t

rill Test Poulson
i 1,
bound passengers at present fight for elbow, [
room will by the lining of trains along the
inside roadways, north and south, together
with the clearing of the surface loop, be
enlarged to 30,000 square feet.
After the first train has discharged it:

passengers in unmolested streams on the
north side or north Inside roadway, f
the empty cars will proceed on antincline
to the elevated loop. The waiting passengersmay then see just what position
thpir respective car occupies in the"train,"
and on the descent of the "train" to the
Brooklyn bound side they may board on
the inside, it is claimed, with comparative
ease. And here another innovation is initiated.
At a given signal the whole "train" will

'start for Brooklyn, and another "train" of|
five empty cars replace it in the protected
area. As the "train" moves clear of the'
entrance, the first car will put on speed and
spurt ahead. The second will follow suit
more slowly, then the others, and by ordinaryhandling it is believed that by the
:time the cars arfe well on the Bridge
proper each car will be the regulation
distance apart as required by law.
Mr. Poulson and his supporters assert

that by this method not only will crushingbe obviated during the busiest rush
hours and better time made on the trains,
but that nearly twice the present num-j
ber of cars can be run, thus doubly im-
proving the service. '

Observations as to the last named claim
were made by experts yesterday forenoon.
On an average trolley cars remained stationaryin the building one minute and four
seconds. They took on an average one
minute to go from the anchoragee to the
loops, and four minutes fifty-nine seconds
to make the round trip.
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MEW BEDFORD
> NOT HARD HIT

.

Dnly Four of the Great Mills Have

Closed, but the Outlook Is

Gloomy. i

Nkvv Bedford, Mass., Saturday..Of the
ixteen great cotton miirplants of this city
our are curtailing by a total cessation of
/ork during last week and this week. The
ithers are running as usual, having a fair
lumber of orders on hand for the present.
is.vjUfeil, 1L UCUCVCU, LU UUK UUCJ.11 U V Ci

ill conditions become more settled.
In general terms New Bedford is lessjlisturbed by the existing cotton mill dulle-ssthan any of the large textile cenres,but it cannot be denied that there is

i sad falling off from the activities of the!
narket that prevailed a few months
tgo. The conditions in this city in fine
i'oods mills and virtually all the local mills
if that character are quite dissimilar to
hose obtaining in most places.
In coarse mills the fluctuations and prevailinghigh prices of raw cotton have
rought about troubles, and manufac-
urers are unable to make prices in-
elligently till the conditions are more
ettled. But here the cost of cotton cuts,,
omparatively little figure in the case as

:ompared with labor, which is the main
actor. However, the markets are dis-
urbed and very light trading is being
lone on long term new contracts. There-
ore the mills are closing to wait for set-
led marked conditions rather than lowrcotton. ]
The mills of the New England Cotton
farn Company are running three days a

ind any attempt to work overtime is apt;
o result in the criminal prosecution oft
hose in charge. The buildings are kept
n perfect cleanliness and the sanitary arangementsastonish visitors.
One of the oldest of these trades organi;ationsin Fall River is the Mule Spinners'

Association, which was established here
nore than fifty years ago, and which is
iow said to include all the men in the
rade here, some three hundred and fifty,

Bridge Scheme
^ope and .Belief Is Expressed That

Inconvenience and Dangers
Will Be Ended.

v\ORE ROOM TO BE PROVIDED
*

Estimating roughly at six minutes for
he round anchorage trip, Mr. Poulson cal:ulatesthat by his plan his car "trains"
nay remain four minutes stationary at
lie Manhattan end under the present
schedule. This, of course, being unnecessary,he argues that there is oportunity
'or running the extra cars.
While the plan so far outlined is that to

>e tested by the city officials, Mr. Pouion'ssuggested improvements on the rail-)
oad system extend to the Bridge "L,"
rains and look forward to a better ap>roachto the Bridge, the whole providing
or the devoting of the entire Bridge enrancesolely to passenger traffic, thei
loing away with stairways between "L."
rains, Brooklyn and Manhattan, and the
liverting of all truck traffic from the
present entrances, as well as the diversionof street car service.
The fulfilment of Mr. Poulson's plans
vould make from City Hall to the Bridge
i graded asphalt square and promenade
tevoid of all street cars and trucks.

regards the Brooklyn "L" system,
klr. Poulson states that immense availibleplatform space is wasted at the Manlattanterminal. Contrary, he points out,
:o all railroad principle, the Brooklyn
Hapid Transit Company does its switchngat the Manhattan end of the Bridge.

fl

FOURTH SECTION!^
.[ID HILLS

«

Increased Gayety the Onlv
Outward Evidence of
Blow at Fall River's

Prosperity.
OPERATIVES FIND

SOLACE IN MIRTH

7^0,000 Idle Spindles Give
Mill Workers Chance to

Enjoy Their Savings.
CITY OF TRADES UNIONS^H
Strike and Shut Down Benefits Paid V
Dy Organizations Mitigate butter- S

ings of Idle Workers.

Like most or the other mill hands, they ar« ^9paid by piece work. They make from ?14 V
The weavers' organization takes in

about 3,500 persons, as many women aa
men. and about one-half of the total numberof weavers employed here. Their
wages average $9 a week. The Loom Fixers'Association has a membership of 550,
about 90 iter cent of the total number In
the trade. The Slasher Tenders' Union,
with 150 members), has an even larger percentageof the total number engaged In
the work.
Fully seventy-five per cent of the 1,200

members of the Card Room Protective
Association are girls, who predominate
in the card rooms in the mills. For the
benefit of persons unfamiliar with mills,
it may be said that card rooms are not
places where young ladies play bridge or
other seductive games. They are the sec- ^
tion of the mill where the first work is
done toward transforming the rough bales *"
of cotton into the lawns, lace curtains,
zephyrs and quilts that are produced here.
One half of the card room girls ar«

trades unionists. Some of them are very
enthusiastic and make excellent speechta
in their meetings. All the girls are young,
as tjhere are few In the mills as old as

thirty.
It is a notable fact that here union and

non-union labor work side by Bide in harmonyand that, while there is no union
standard of wages in any department, it
seems to be agreed that the unions have
accomplished wonders in obtaining satisfactoryrates and in maintaining them.

No Misery Here.
M 3>

"There is practically no misery nere,
said Mr. Tansey, of the Card Room Association.''The conditions have been favorableand I am convinced that our people
are the equals of the best cotton operatorsin the world, if they are not themselvesthe best. As a young fellow I
worked in Lancashire, where they are

proud of their mill help, believing them
to be the best in the world. I am inclined
to think that the average in Fall River is
better. Good men have been attracted by
the good wages. Very many of the men
working in the mills have by thrift and
industry accumulated enough to buy the
houses in which they live and they are
really comfortable. When mills were first 4
built here the corporations built tone- >-»

ments to accommodate the workmen they *

had to bring here. Now most of the men
live in good modern dwellings.
As an illustration of what we are doing, i

nne familv with two brisrht nrettv trirls M

yeek owing- to tne uuiness m tne yarn
rade, especially in knitting yarns. The
Vamsutta is stopped in four of its mills;
ts yarn mills are gunning. The Bristol,
v^hich is engaged in coarse work, is temorarilycurtailing production.
These are the only plants idle, and
r.other week will probably findg them at
,xirk again. In all grades of work better
ireumstances are looked for in the early
all, probably in October. So far as the
elp are concerned, the desirable summer
fU/UliCJJ. uiaaco cl vaua-Liuit nut ujxt'itaociiit.

n fact, the unions had commenced discus-
ing a request for a vacation before the
?ills closed at all.

s now composed of 15,000 persons of Amer:anparentage, 15,000 of English, 25,000 of
rish, 30,000 of French, 5,000 of Portugese
.nd the rest mainly of Russian, Italian
.nd Armenian birth. The French, the
5ortug\iese ana the Irish colonies have;
listinct Quarters, but all live in harmony1;
,nd all have united, in working for the
intone.
Massachusetts has excellent factory
aws for the mill hands. Fifty-eig-ht hours'
vork a week is the extreme limit allowed,

is now drawing $15 a week on stop allowing-,and 1 know that each of those girls M
can earn upward of $10 a week when at fl
work. Our organization gave an excursion H
last week that carried 1,000 persons, all oi' V
whom must have felt in a position to 3pend
all that was required." V
Superintendent McCreery, of the Granite

Mills, did not care to discuss the situation 1
from the cotton standpoint, but had some 1

humorous views to express about labor
30nd'iti0ns.
"What I would like," he said, "would be

to start over again as a business man, say,
by keeping a grocery or a furniture store,
or a bonnet shop. I would get in as a directorfn a' mill corporation and then I
would vote to. increase wages in the mill.
[ might not make so much on my mill
stock, but what a rush there would be
Cor my groceries, my furniture or my
bonnets. Just think of it! Everybody
would be bound to come to my place.
Others have tried the plan and have sucueeded,and I could do the same. Wages «

have gone up here about thirty per cent
in the last few years, thanks to directors.
There has been no such increase elsewhere."
"How can Fall River mills compete

with those in nearby places, then?" I in- *
quired.A"That's all right, was the reply. "Now,
here's the condition. Supposing that there
are two weavers and one gets $8 and the
other gets $12 a week. The better man is
going to drift into the more profitable
jcb. Now, suppose that the man who pays
the $8 just laughs at his competitor becausehe is wasting money, but the $12
man is giving his employer one hundred
per cent of the product of the loom, while
the other man is giving his employer BixtvDer cent Then who lnspn? Tsn't

natural that the best help should gravi»
tate to the best pay? They all do it. The
unions forced advances, but we have been
ible to keep pace."

Poorest Market Since 18U4.
Milton Reid, a lawyer, who is director in »

three mill corporations, gets a gloomy impressionof the outlook because there is
no market in sight.
"I am an old fashioned protectionist,"

3aid Mr. Reid. "I do not indorse, however,a policy which has given public privegesto individuals who have reaped
million after million. We have here some
of the very best mills in the world, and
they are conducted with great intelligence.
We do not compete in certain very fine
lines, but the output Is wonderful. It
looked a few years ago as though we were
soing to control the markets of the world,
but the labor unions stopped that dream
effectively. Now we cannot get any cot- 4
ton. ^ <
"There has been no such shortage since

the civil war. There is no market for
what we make, despite the shortage. It
does not seem possible that an overproductionhas been going on to such an extent
that the enormous decrease in supply only
tends to bring about proper conditions."
There will probably be a slight improvementin the condition here next week, as

twenty-three hundred operatives may be
put to work who have been idle this week.
That the mills will be kept running is
doubted by many, and the general tone
seems decidedly pessimistic.
In some other mill cities, notably Ix>well,

conditions are decidedly more favorable, as
none of the mills has yet closed.

MILLS OPEN IN MANCHESTER

Have Plenty of Cotton, and Although Short
Handed Will Continue in Operation.

Manciiestf.r, N. H., Saturday..Regardingthe cotton schedules in Manchester,
nothing definite can be gleaned from the
managements of the various mille, but exceptthe Manchester mill, which is understoodto be running very short, it is believedthat all the corporations have sufficientcotton on hand ta enable them to
run throughout the season, without a shut
down. / -\.

There is no talk o^d sh Jt down here, ana
nothing can be l^Bned to warrant the /
assertion that euJWa move might be j
possibility; even, J J,


